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This study examines the use of discretionary budgeting as a planning tool in Jordanian
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municipalities and its impact on municipal performance. The research results indicate that
discretionary budgeting is used to a limited extent in Jordanian municipalities due to a lack of
experience and resources. However, when managed effectively, discretionary budgets can
positively impact municipalities' performance in achieving strategic objectives by allowing
them to allocate funds to areas not covered by their regular budgets. The study also identifies
many challenges and obstacles facing the use of discretionary budgeting in planning and
improving municipal performance, including lack of clarity in guidelines and regulations,
lack of transparency and accountability, and lack of resources. To enhance the use of
discretionary budgeting in Jordanian municipalities, the study proposes several
recommendations, such as establishing clear guidelines and regulations, enhancing
transparency and accountability, providing training and support to municipalities, and
engaging citizens and stakeholders in the budget preparation process. Overall, this study
provides valuable insights into the use of discretionary budgeting in Jordanian municipalities
and highlights the need for effective budget planning and management to achieve municipal

goals and improve performance.

Keywords: discretionary budget in planning, performance of municipalities in Jordan,

analytical study.
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